
This link between the island & the mainland to the north was officially opened in 1931 by 
the then Governor of Kenya, Sir Joseph Bryrne.  Prior to this , one had to use a ferry to 
cross to the mainland, and several of these existed.                                                           

The bridge was 1,300 feet long & some 4,000 tons of steel went into its construction.  It 
was one of the longest pontoon bridges in the world.  Almost every rivet was driven home 
by African workmen & much of the maintenance of the bridge was in their hands.  Many 
served their lifetimes on the bridge.
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One of the many anchors used to secure the pontoons
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Many of the holiday resorts between Bamburi & Malindi owe their existence to the bridge , 
since most of the beaches were deserted prior to its construction.
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The bridge’s deck consisted of thick wooden planks which rattled as vehicles drove over 
them to the other side.  The deck also went up & down & varied like a switch back 
depending on the tide as it ran in & out of Tudor Creek.
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Between the pontoons the bridge is sufficiently high to allow sailing craft to pass under it 
as well as the cattle ship , the MV Bonsella .
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